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This is the ninth Annual Report on Aboriginal Education for School District No. 51 (Boundary). The
purpose of this report is to review and assess the goals as stated in the Boundary Aboriginal Enhancement
Agreement. The Boundary Aboriginal Education Advisory has been a long standing structure that has been
strengthened by the signing of our Agreement in 2006 and with the renewal in 2012. This Advisory includes
among others, representatives from the Boundary Métis Association, Boundary All Nations Aboriginal Council
(BANAC) and Aboriginal parent representatives from each of the schools. The Boundary District is committed
to:

1 Maintaining transparency of Aboriginal funding allocation in schools

1 Coordinating Aboriginal cultural programs offered in schools

9 Deepening staff and student understanding of the Medicine Wheel Framework

1 Preference in hiring qualified Aboriginal program teachers and support staff with Aboriginal ancestry

In our ninth year of implementing the Boundary District Aboriginal Enhancement Agreement , School
District No. 51 and the Ministry of Education data have been included to help identify success and challenges
as we work together to ensure success for all students with Aboriginal ancestry.
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Enrolment

Aboriginal peoples are recognized in the Canadian Constitution (1982), and include people of First
Nations, Métis and Inuit ancestry. In British Columbia, for education funding purposes, an
Aboriginal student is anyone who self-identifies (or is identified by a parent) as being of Aboriginal
ancestry. It is important to note that there are no bands, reserves or Aboriginal Cultural Centres
located within the Boundary School District.

The following student numbers are based on the headcount of self-identified students in School
District No. 51 for each year, according to the Ministry of Education. In 2014 -2015, all Aboriginal
students in the Boundary are off reserve and mostly non -status.

PERCENT OF STUDENTS WHO SELF-IDENTIFY AS ABORIGINAL

District Province *

School All Students Aboriginal Students All Students Aboriginal Students
Year # # % # # %
2003/04 1,923 355 18.5 615,184 67,695 11.0
2004/05 1,896 387 204 606,383 68,956 11.4
2005/06 1,812 397 219 599,492 69,625 11.6
2006/07 1,649 400 24.3 587,815 69,093 11.8
2007/08 1,529 371 24.3 583,620 69,347 11.9
2008/09 1,473 369 25.1 579,485 68,919 11.9
2009/10 1,484 385 259 580,483 68,562 11.8
2010/11 1,424 396 27.8 579,111 67,801 11.7
2011/12 1,405 403 28.7 569,740 66,016 11.6
2012/13 1,317 370 28.1 564,532 64,306 11.4
2013/14 1,285 359 27.9 558,986 62,763 11.2
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Emotional Goal:

Rationale

We believe that increased appreciation and acceptance of Aboriginal culture
student s
belonging and plays a significant role in school completion. Ongoing research

from al |l

and

All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

staff

is funda

indicates that being connected to an adult in the home, at school and in the
community helps in the formation of healthy relationships, and a positive self -concept which is

fundamental to life -long success.

Indicators

1 Improved attendance rate for those who have missed 10 or more days of school commencing

20149 2015.

1 Improved sense of belonging as measured on the Aboriginal Education rubric or satisfaction survey
1 Increased appreciation and acceptance of Aboriginal culture from others in the school as measured

by an Aboriginal education culture rubric or satisfaction survey

Measures

1 2014-2015 student attendance by cohort has been captured for baseline 2014-2015 and will be

comparable thereafter.
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Interpretation

1 The percentage of students missing 10 or more days of school in kindergarten to grade 6
ranges between 40 to 50% for Aboriginal students and around 30 to 35% for Non -Aboriginal
students. The average gap being about 14% difference for the primary cohorts.

1 The 2020 cohort (grade 7) demonstrate the same rates of absenteeism as the younger
cohorts, except that Non-Aboriginal students have a higher rate than Aboriginal students by
5%.

1 In cohorts at grades 8, 9, and 10, the absentee rates of greater than 10 day drop for both
groups to between 15 and 25% with the gap between Non -Aboriginal and Aboriginal students
closing greatly. The gap stays very close between the groups.

Aboriginal Student Survey

In 2012-2013, Aboriginal students at the grade 6 level completed an Aboriginal Awareness &
Knowledge, Sense of Belonging and Physical WelBeing rubric which will be done annually for this
cohort. In addition, students in grades 5 and 9 completed this rubric in 2013 -2014 and will continue
annually to get true cohort analysis. This is done in late Spring and will continue with cohorts to
their grade 12 year. We are now surveying Aboriginal students annually from grades 4 to 12.



(cont 6d)
Emotional Goal:

Which best describes your sense of belonging in your school

community?

All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

Grad 2023 Cohort

Grad 2022 Cohort

100 100
90 90
80 80
70 Ham an active member of my school 70 M | am an active member of my school
community. community.
60 - 60
B usually feel like | am a part of the B | usually feel like | am a part of the
50 school community. 50 school community.
40 1 sometimes feel like | am part of the 40 [ | sometimes feel like | am part of the
school community. school community.
30 30
Ol do not feel part of my school D1 do not feel part of my school
20 community. 20 community.
10 '_| 10
0 0 =
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schoaol community. school community.
30 30
[O1do not feel part of my school D1 do not feel part of my school
20 community. 20 community.
10 10
o 0
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Grad 2017 Cohort
100
80
B0
70 W 1am an active member of my school
community
60 H1usually feel like | am a part of the
50 school community
a0 ! O1sometimes feel like | am part of the
school community,
30
Ol do not feel part of my school
20 — community.
N 1
[}

Grade 9 (2014)  Grade 10 (2015) Grade 11 (2016) Grade 12 (2017)

It seems that as Aboriginal students enter high
school their feelings of active participation in their
school community drops off. All cohorts grade 9 and
younger 75% or better report they are active
members of their school community or feel they are
usually a part of the school community. The
exception to this is the Grad 2017 cohort (2015
survey), where this dipped to less that 50%. In all
cohorts, except the Grad 2017 (2015 survey), very
few Aboriginal students report they seldom feel a
part of the school community.




(cont 6d)

Emotional Goal:

Which best describes how you feel about yourself?

All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

Grad 2023 Cohort

Grad 2022 Cohort

100 100
30 90
80 80
70 m1am confident and take a leadership 70 M 1am confident and take a leadership
role in my school community. role in my school community.
80 Hifeel asense of pride inwho | am and g0 1 feel a sense of pride in who 1am and
50 where | come from. 50 where | come from.
a0 Ml ususlly feel good about myself. a0 D1usually feel good about myself.
30 30
O seldom feel good about myself. Ol seldom feel good about myself.
20 20
10 10
0 i
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role in my school community. role in my school community.
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50 where | come from. 50 where | come from.
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20 20
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100
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70 H1am confident and take a leadership i i i
o role in my school community. feel a sense of pride in who they are in all cohorts year
M| feel asense of pridein who lamand
50 where | come from. after year.
a0 O 1usually feel good about myself. .. .
Very few Aboriginal students in any cohorts report they
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D1 seldom feel good about myself.
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(cont 6d)
Emotional Goal:

Which best describes how you feel about your Aboriginal heritage?

All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

Grad 2023 Cohort Grad 2022 Cohort
100 100
50 90
M| take pride in my heritage and proudly B | take pride in my heritage and proudly
&0 participate in and/or lead cultural 80 participate in and for lead cultural
70 activities. 70 activities.
60 Hlaminterested in learning about who | 50 B laminterested in learning about who |
am as a member of my Aboriginal am as a member of my Abariginal
50 group. 50 group.
a0 1 am sometimes proud to be an a0 1 am sometimes proud to be an
Aboriginal person. Aboriginal person.
30 30
20 01 have little pride in my heritage 20 [1 have little pride in my heritage.
10 10 | |
0 ] o
Grade 4 (2015)  Grade 5 (2016) Grade 6(2017) Grade 7 {2018} Grade 5 (2015) Grade 6 (2016) Grade 7 (2017) Grade 8 (2018)
Grad 2021 Cohort Grad 2020 Cohort
100 BO
S0 70
M 1 take pride in my heritage and proudly M take pride in my heritage and proudly
&0 participate in and/or lead cultural 50 participate in and/or lead cultural
70 activities. activities.
50 H1aminterested in learning about who | 50 Wiaminterested in learning aboutwho |
am as a member of my Aboriginal am as 2 member of my Aboriginal
50 group. a0 group.
40 O1am sometimes proud to be an [1am sometimes proud to be an
Aboriginal person 30 Aboriginal persen.
30
20
20 O1 have little pride in my heritage. 1 havelitile pride in my heritage.
10 I_‘ 10
o 1 o |
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60
Very few Aboriginal students state they have little
50 M | take pride in my heritage and proudly . . . . .
particoate in and/ar lead cultural pride in their heritage in any cohorts except for
activities. .
a0
1 3m nterested in learning about who | the Grade 2017, where it grew from last year to
ber of my Ab: | 1
" o ae 3 member of my Aborigna almost 30% in 2015 as grade 10 students. In all
B112m sometimes proud to be an cohorts, most respond they are interested in
20 Aboriginal person .
learning who they are as a member of the
10 01 have little pride in my heritage. Aborlglnal Communlty'
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Grade 4: Do you feel safe at school?
Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time"

2008/10

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13

2013/14

= Aboriginal

= Non-Aberiginal

Grade 7: Do you feel safe at school?
Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time"

2009/10 12010/11 2011712 2012/13 2013/14

Grade 10: Do you feel safe at school?
Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time"

2009/10

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13

2013/14
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Grade 12: Do you feel safe at school?
Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time"

2008/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14

The sense of safety at school for Aboriginal students is very closely aligned with that of Non -

Aboriginal students for all Grade 12 students over the past three years. For grade 4, 7 and 10
students it seems to fluctuate from 75% to 90% between years. In fact in the 2013 -2014 year

Aboriginal students responded that they felt safe at school at greater rates in all four grades.
Further, this seems to be a recurring trend at the grade 10 level.
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Grade 4: At school, are you bullied, Grade 7: At school, are you bullied,
teased, or picked on? teased, or picked on?
Percent of students responding "All of Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time" the Time" or "Most of the Time"
l: | — o :- 12 . . —
2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
Grade 10: At school, are you bullied, Grade 12: At school, are you bullied,
teased, or picked on? teased, or picked on?
Percent of students responding "All of Percent of students responding "All of
the Time" or "Most of the Time" the Time" or "Most of the Time"
Nl s e e IZ H . [ —
2008/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
At the grade 4 and 7 levels Aboriginal students often respond that they are less bullied, teased or
picked on than non-Aboriginal students and unlike past years Aboriginal students in grade 10 and
12 are indicating feeling bullied, teased or picked on at lower rates than Non -Aboriginal students.
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Grade 4: How many adults at your
school care about you?
Percent of students responding 2 adults
or more

50

Grade 7: How many adults at your
school care about you?
Percent of students responding 2 adults
or more

L 80 ||
70 70 [— —

60 60

50 & Aboriginal 50 & Aboriginal

. & Non-Aboriginal w = Non-Aboriginal
30 30

20 20

10 10

e 0

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
Grade 10: How many adults at your Grade 12: How many adults at your
school care about you? school care about you?
Percent of students responding 2 adults Percent of students responding 2 adults
or more or more

100 100

20 20

80 — 80 —

70 — 70 ——

60 —— 60 [—

s0 |  Aboriginal 50 = Aboriginal

20 i Non-Aboriginal = Non-Aboriginal

30

20

2008/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14

Aboriginal students almost invariably report higher rates of two or more adults caring for them at
school than non-Aboriginal students at the grade 4, 7 and 10 levels. Curiously, the reverse of

this is true at the grade 12 level year after year except for the most recent year. At the
elementary grades this rate is well above 90% for Aboriginal students in most years.
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Emotional Goal:

Which best describes how safe you feel at school?

All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

Grad 2023 Cohort

Grad 2022 Cohort

100 100
S0 S0
80 80
70 Miknow | am cared for and safe at 70 M| know | am cared for and safeat
school school
80 | feel safe at school. 60 || feel safe at school
50 50
20 01 usually feel safe at school. 40 Ol ususlly feel safe at school.
30
30 Ol do not feel safe at school Ol do not feel safe at school
20 20
10 10
o 0
Grade 4 (2015) Grade 5 (2016) Grade 6 (2017) Grade 7 (2013) Grade 5 (2015) Grade 6 (2016) Grade 7 (2017) Grade 8 {2018)
Grad 2021 Cohort Grad 2020 Cohort
100 100
L S0
80 80
70 Wi know lam cared for and safe at 70 M1 know | am cared for and safeat
school. school.
&0 1 feel safe at school. &0 B feel safe at school
50 50
40 [ usually feel safe at school. 40 01 usually feel safe at school
0 D1 do not feal safe at school. o Tl do not feel safe at school
20 20
10 l_‘ 10
o _‘ 0
Grade 5 (2014)  Grade 6 (2015)  Grade 7 (2016)  Grade 8 (2017) Grade 6 (2014)  Grade 7 (2015)  Grade 8 (2016)  Grade 9 (2017)
Grad 2019 Cohort Grad 2018 Cohort
100 100
90 90
80 20
70 M iknow 1am cared for and safe at o B know | am cared for and safe at
school. schoal
o0 @i feel safe at school. 80 | feel safe at school
50 50
40 Ol usually feel safe at school. a0 01 usually feel safe at school.
30 30
CIdo not feel safe at school. 1 do not feel safe at school
20 20
10 10
: 1 o
Grade 6 (2013)  Grade 7(2014)  Grade B (2015)  Grade 9 (2016) Grade 9 (2015)  Grade 10 {2016) Grade 11 (2017) Grade 12 (2018)
Grad 2017 Cohort
loo
90
80
1 know | am cared for and safe at
70 F
school. Very few Aboriginal students respond that they do
60
| feel safe at school. H
o not feel safe at school in any cohorts.
40 @1 usually feel safe at school.
0 Ol do not feel safe at school
20
10
. ]

Grade 9 (2014) Grade 10 (2015)

Grade 11 (2016)

Grade 12 (2017)




(cont 6d)
Emotional Goal:  All Aboriginal students will experience a
sense of belonging, selfrespect and pride of heritage.

Inquiry Summary:

How are we establishing and evaluating the environment that supports
Aboriginal learners in developing a sense of belonging, selfrespect and
pride of heritage?

School based strategies to support this goal have included:
1 Picture books displaying First Nations content

Aboriginal songs in Music class, drumming and dancing

Inclusion of Aboriginal content in Science classes

Elder Drumming Circles in all schools

First Nations values posters featured in main hallway of school

Avoiding stereotypes, inaccurate portrayals or hurtful images of Aboriginal Peoples

Increased Aboriginal Child and Youth Counselor time in schools

Increased Aboriginal culture presenters and Aboriginal Artist in Residence programs

Being more understanding of student lates and absences, problem solving with students

Aboriginal Grad student celebration dinners for families hosted by Elders at both secondary

schools

Regular presence of Elders in secondary schools

1 Continued inclusive and integrative approach in this respect, and how introduction of
Aboriginal content to non-Aboriginal students

1 Weekly morning-l ong and | unchti me El dersdé program hel
Aboriginal Room connecting community Elders to Aboriginal students.
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Spiritual Goal:  All Aboriginal students will increase their
awareness, knowledge and pride of their ancestry through the
recognition and honouring of their culture, traditions, history
and language in an inclusive environment with all learners in
classrooms.

Rationale

It is critical for all staff and learners in classrooms to increase their awareness, knowledge and respect of
and for Aboriginal culture, traditions and language as this will anchor a deeper appreciation of the history of
this land and the way that the Original Peoples lived their lives in the more distant past, the present and into
the future.

Indicators

1 Increase student appreciation of and participation in school, District or community Aboriginal cultural
opportunities

1 Increase the knowledge and appreciation for their culture and that of the of the Okanagan People,

recognizing that the Boundary School District is located in their traditional territory
Measures:

In 2012-2013, Aboriginal students at the grade 6 level completed an Aboriginal Awareness &
Knowledge, Sense of Belonging and Physical WelBeing rubric which will be done annually for this
cohort. In addition, students in grades 5 and 9 completed this rubric in 2013 -2014 and will continue
annually to get true cohort analysis. This is done in late Spring and will continue with cohorts to
their grade 12 year. We are now surveying Aboriginal students annually from grades 4 to 12.
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recognition and honouring of their culture, traditions, history
and language in an inclusive environment with all learners in

Aboriginal cultural traditions:

Grad 2023 Cohort

Grad 2022 Cohort

100 100
90 50
80 80
70 B seck chances to participate in my 70 M Iseek chances to participate in my
cultural traditions. cultural traditions
. B - 60
60 B participate in my cultural traditions Wi participate in my cultural traditions
50 when asked. 50 when asked.
40 B would like to learn about my cultural 40 B 1would like to learn about my cultural
traditions and history. traditions and history.
30 . 30
O1 know very little about my cultural O1know very little about my cultural
20 traditions and history. 20 traditions and history.
10 10
a 0
Grade 4 (2015) Grade 5 (2016) Grade 6 (2017} Grade 7 (2018) Grade 5 (2015)  Grade 6 (2016) Grade 7 (2017)  Grade 8 (2018)
Grad 2021 Cohort Grad 2020 Cohort
100 100
90 90
80 80
70 M seek chances to participate in my 70 M| seek chances to partidipate in my
cultural traditions. cultural traditions .
60
Wi participate in my cultural traditions 60 M| participate in my cultural traditions
50 when asked. 50 when asked.
40 Wi would like to learn about my cultural a0 B 1would like to learn about my cultural
traditions and history. traditions and histery.
30 30
o1 know very little about my cultural O1know very little about my cultural
20 traditions and history. 20 traditions and histery.
10 10
D] 0
Grade 5(2014) Grade 6 (2015) Grade 7 (2016} Grade 8 (2017) Grade 6 (2014) Grade 7 (2015) Grade & (2016)  Grade 9 (2017)
Grad 2019 Cohort Grad 2018 Cohort
100 100
S0
80
80 g0
70 m SIEEk Elha";_Esm participate in my 70 M1 seek chances to participate in my
0 cultural traditions. cultural traditions.
M1 participate in my cultural traditions 60 — W1 participate in my cultural traditions
50 when asked
50 when asked.
40 llwnfj!d like to learn about my cultural . B would like to learn about my cultural
traditions and history. . N
30 traditions and history.
Elltkndozv very I|;t:1e :bOUt my cultural 0 @1 know very little about my cultural
20 raditions and histary. 20 traditions and history.
10 10
0 0

Grade 6 (2013)  Grade 7 (2014)

Grade & {2015)

Grade 9 {2016)

Grade 9 (2015) Grade 10 {2016) Grade 11 (2017) Grade 12 {2018)

100

Grad 2017 Cohort

S0

80

70

60

50
40 M

30

20

10

Grade 9 (2014) Grade 10 (2015) Grade 11 (2016) Grade 12 (2017)

M| seekchances to participate in my
cultural traditions

W | participate in my cultural traditions
when asked
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The Steering Committee talked about the importance of
instilling curiosity in Aboriginal students about their
cultural traditions and history, and there was discussion
on the importance of starting this process as early as

possible in the education system.

The Grad 2019 cohort over the past 3 years is showing
a very positive trend in participating in cultural
traditions when asked (from grade 6-8). The same is
somewhat true for cohorts 2017 and 2020.
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importance grows as they age regardless of the cohort.
However, understanding and upholding the importance of
cultural respect and connection to the land shows little
growth.
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